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WASHINGTON AFTER THE REVOLUTION, 1784-1799. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKER. 

[On the 23d day of December, 1783, Washington resigned his com- 
mission as Commander-in-Chief of the armies of the Eevolution to the 
Congress of the United States, then in session at Annapolis, Maryland. 
After a simple but most impressive ceremony, made memorable by the 
singular beauty and dignity of his address, he left for Mount Vernon, 
where he arrived toward the close of the following day. It was the 
evening before Christmas when Washington returned to that home 
which, through the long and weary struggle, was ever in his mind, and 
where he hoped, to use his own words, " to spend the remainder of his 
days in cultivating the affections of good men, and in the practice of the 
domestic virtues." But the end was not yet ! There was to be but a 
brief period of repose ; other and more trying years were before him ; 
other and more trying duties were to be imposed. But when they came, 
when the new duties and responsibilities were to be met, the old firm- 
ness and courage, judgment and decision, were displayed, and, strong 
alike in peace as in war, the great soul, responsive to the call, was found 
equal to the task. 

We propose, as a sequel to the Itinerary of the Eevolution (Penna. 
Mag., Vols. XIV., XV., 1890, 1891 1 ), to follow Washington through the 

1 Since published in book form with many additions. Philadelphia : J. 
B. Lippincott Company, 1892. 8vo, pp. 334. 
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remaining years of his life, keeping our notes as closely as possible to his 
personal movements, although at times it may be difficult to separate his 
public acts from those of a more private and personal nature. — W. S. B.] 

1784. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " The public and other papers, which 
were committed to your charge, and the books in which 
they have been recorded under your inspection, having come 
safe to hand, I take this first opportunity of signifying my 
entire approbation of the manner in which you have exe- 
cuted the important duties of recording secretary, and the 
satisfaction, I feel in having my papers so properly arranged, 
and so correctly recorded." — Washington to Richard Varick. 

In the month of May, 1781, General Washington made arrangements, 
by authority of Congress, to have all his official papers recorded in volumes. 
He appointed Colonel Richard Varick to superintend this work, — to classify 
the papers according to a plan furnished by himself, and to engage such a 
number of copyists as he should deem expedient. These volumes, thirty- 
seven in number, containing transcripts of Washington's entire correspond- 
ence, official and private, from the beginning to the end of the Revolution, 
are now the property of the national government, and form one of the 
most valuable features of its archives. They were purchased with a large 
amount of other papers in August, 1834, from George Corbin Washington, 
to whom they were bequeathed by his uncle, Judge Bushrod Washington, 
the original devisee under the will of General Washington. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10. 

At Mount Vernon : " When you have finished my por- 
trait which is intended for the Count de Solms, I will thank 
you for handing it to Mr. Robert Morris, who will forward 
it to the Count de Bruhl (Minister from his Electoral High- 
ness of Saxe at the Court of London), as the channel pointed 
out for the conveyance of it." — Washington to Joseph Wright, 
at Philadelphia. 

Under date of August 4, 1785, the Comte de Solms, " De la Fortress de 
Konigstein en Saxe," acknowledged the receipt of this portrait in the fol- 
lowing terms : " My General and my Hero. — I have just received your 
picture, and I am entirely taken up to give it a sufficient embellishment by 
placing it between the King of Prussia and his illustrious brother Henry. 
You see that this is a trio very harmonical. ... It must be that the picture 
resembles, for I regard it as the greatest ornament of my fortress." 
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The sittings for this portrait must have been given in December, 1783, 
Washington having been in Philadelphia from the 5th to the 15th of that 
month. Another portrait by Wright — a three-quarter length, presented by 
Washington to Mrs. Samuel Powel, of Philadelphia, and still in possession 
of the family at Newport, Bhode Island — may have been executed at the 
same time. It is signed and dated "J. Wright, 1784." The Powel Portrait 
is known through an etching executed by Albert Rosenthal, the frontispiece 
to Baker's " Bibliotheca Washingtoniana," Philadelphia, 1889. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14. 

At Mount Vernon: "I am truly sensible, Sir, that the 
extract from the instructions of the executive of Pennsyl- 
vania to their delegates, contains another most flattering 
proof of the favorable opinion they are pleased to entertain 
of my past services. Every repeated mark of the approba- 
tion of my fellow citizens, especially of those invested with 
so dignified an appointment, demands my particular ac- 
knowledgment. Under this impression, I cannot but feel 
the greatest obligations to the Supreme Executive Council 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania. But, as my senti- 
ments on the subject of their instructions have been long 
and well known to the public, I need not repeat them to 
your Excellency on the present occasion." — Washington to 
Thomas Mifflin. 

Under date of December 16, 1783, the Supreme Executive Council of 
Pennsylvania forwarded a paper to the delegates in Congress from that State, 
instructing them to bring to the early attention of Congress the fact that, as 
the admiration of the world might make the life of Washington in a very con- 
siderable degree public, and his very services to his country subject him to 
expenses, some testimonial of public gratitude would be proper under the 
circumstances. The instructions, drawn in a most delicate manner, were 
transmitted to Washington by President Mifflin before submitting them to 
Congress. The reply as given above, in accordance with his determination, 
made known when he received his commission as Commander-in-Chief, to 
accept no compensation from his country for his services other than his 
expenses, prevented any further action on the subject. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18. 

At Mount Vernon : " The disinclination of the individual 
States to yield competent powers to Congress for the federal 
government, their unreasonable jealousy of that body and 
of one another, and the disposition, which seems to pervade 



392 Washington after the Revolution, 1784- 

each, of being all-wise and all-powerful within itself, will, 
if there is not a change in the system, be our downfall as a 
nation." — Washington to Benjamin Harrison. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22. 

At Mount Vernon : " If my commission [as Commander- 
in-Chief] is not necessary for the files of Congress, I should 
be glad to have it deposited among my own papers. It may 
serve my grandchildren, some fifty or a hundred years hence, 
for a theme to ruminate upon, if they should be contempla- 
tively disposed." — Washington to Charles Thomson. 

" Annapolis, February 7th. — With respect to your commission, I have to 
inform you, that, previous to the receipt of your letter, it had been in agi- 
tation among the members to have an order passed for returning it to you 
in a gold box. A motion has accordingly been made to that effect, which 
was received with general approbation, and referred to a committee to be 
drawn up in proper terms. The committee have not yet reported. But I 
have not the least doubt of its being returned to you in a way, that will be 
satisfactory; and I heartily wish, that this sacred deposit may be preserved 
by your children and children's children to the latest posterity, and may 
prove an incentive to them to emulate the virtues of their worthy and great 
progenitor." — Charles Thomson to Washington. 

This intention, it seems, was never fulfilled. The original commission was 
retained, and is deposited in the Department of State of the United States. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " At length, my dear Marquis, I am 
become a private citizen on the banks of the Potomac; and 
under the shadow of my own vine and my own fig-tree, free 
from the bustle of a camp, and the busy scenes of public life, 
I am solacing myself with those tranquil enjoyments, of 
which the soldier, who is ever in pursuit of fame, the states- 
man, whose watchful days and sleepless nights are spent in 
devising schemes to promote the welfare of his own, per- 
haps the ruin of other countries, as if this globe was insuffi- 
cient for us all, and the courtier, who is always watching the 
countenance of his prince, in hopes of catching a gracious 
smile, can have very little conception." — Washington to the 
Marquis de Lafayette. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : On this day "Washington set out 
for Fredericksburg, to pay a visit to his mother, which had 
been delayed on account of the severity of the weather. 
He did not return until the 19th. 

" We have been so fast locked up in snow and ice since Christmas, that 
all kinds of intercourse have been suspended ; and a duty which I owed my 
mother, and intended ere this to have performed, has been forced to yield to 
the intemperance of the weather." — Washington to Charles Thomson, Janu- 
ary 22. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20. 

At Mount Vernon : " I am just beginning to experience 
that ease and freedom from public cares, which, however 
desirable, takes some time to realize ; for, strange as it may 
seem, it is nevertheless true, that it was not till lately I could 
get the better of my usual custom of ruminating, as soon 
as I waked in the morning, on the business of the ensuing 
day ; and of my surprise at finding, after revolving many 
things in my mind, that I was no longer a public man, nor 
had any thing to do with public transactions." — Washington 
to General Knox. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 25. 

At Mount Vernon : " I will frankly declare to you, my 
dear Doctor, that any memoirs of my life, distinct and un- 
connected with the general history of the war, would rather 
hurt my feelings than tickle my pride whilst I live. I had 
rather glide gently down the stream of life, leaving it to 
posterity to think and say what they please of* me, than by 
any act of mine to have vanity or ostentation imputed to 
me." — Washington to Dr. James Oraik. 

The letter from which the above extract is made was in reply to an ap- 
plication made by a Mr. Bowie, through Dr. Craik, for permission to ex- 
amine such papers as would be necessary to enable him to prepare a memoir 
of the General, which he had in contemplation. Washington, deeming it 
improper to have the papers connected with his career during the Revolu- 
tion made public until Congress thought proper to open its archives to 
the historian, and as, in his opinion, no accurate history of his life could be 
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written without consulting them, denied the request, not unwillingly, as it 
appears. 

MONDAY, APRIL 12. 

At Mount Vernon : " The estate of General Washington 
not being more than fifteen leagues from Annapolis I ac- 
cepted an invitation that he gave me to go and pass several 
days there, and it is from his house that I have the honor to 
write to you. After having seen him on my arrival in this 
continent, in the midst of his camp and in the tumult of 
arms, I have the pleasure to see him a simple citizen, enjoy- 
ing in the repose of his retreat the glory which he has so 
justly acquired. . . . He dresses in a gray coat like a Virginia 
farmer, and nothing about him recalls the recollection of 
the important part which he has played except the great 
number of foreigners who come to see him." — Chevalier de 
la Luzerne to Rayneval, April 12, 1784. 

SATUEDAY, MAY 1. 

At Philadelphia : " On Saturday last [May 1] his Excel- 
lency General "Washington our late worthy and much re- 
spected Commander in Chief arrived in the city, from his 
seat in Virginia." — Pennsylvania Gazette, May 5, 1784. 

" On Saturday, the first of May, the sons of St. Tammany x met at Mr. 
Pole's seat on Schuylkill in order to celebrate the day. The company hav- 
ing learned that general Washington dined with the financier general 
[Kohert Morris], they marched with the music before them to his door [Mar- 
ket, between Fifth and Sixth Streets], where they halted and gave his ex- 
cellency thirteen cheers, and at the same time thirteen cannon were fired on 
the banks of the Schuylkill." — Pennsylvania Packet, May 6, 1784. 

SATURDAY, MAY 15. 

At Philadelphia : " We have been amazingly embarrassed 
in the business that brought us here. It is now drawing to 

1 This society, organized for social purposes, took its name from Tama- 
nend, an ancient Indian chief of the Lenni Lenape confederacy, remark- 
able for his good and noble qualities. The fame of this great man extended 
among the whites, and in the Revolutionary war his admirers among the 
Pennsylvania troops established him as the Patron Saint of America, under 
the name of St. Tamany. His festival was celebrated on the first day of 
May in every year. The noted political organization of New York, the 
" Tammany Society," derives its name from this chief. 
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a conclusion, and will soon be given to the public." — Wash- 
ington to Philip Schuyler. 

"Washington visited Philadelphia at this time for the purpose of attend- 
ing the first general meeting of the Cincinnati. The society met at the 
City Tavern, Second Street above Walnut, every morning at nine o'clock 
(Sundays excepted) from Tuesday, May 4, to Tuesday the 18th, when it 
adjourned. The session of the 18th was short, and Washington in all proba- 
bility left for Mount Vernon the same day. 

The embarrassment in the business referred to by Washington arose 
from his desire to overcome the popular dissatisfaction excited by the insti- 
tution of the society, produced mainly by the provision of hereditary dis- 
tinction. He, therefore, submitted a paper to the meeting, suggesting alter- 
ations to the institution, and most of his suggestions were embodied in a 
proposed amended institution, which was recommended to the State socie- 
ties for adoption. The State societies, however, regarding the prevailing 
excitement as a passing storm, withheld their approval and ratification of 
the proposed amendments, and the society stands now on the same footing 
that it did on its organization. 

FRIDAY, MAT 21. 

At Annapolis. Maryland : " His excellency general Wash- 
ington arrived at Annapolis from Philadelphia the 21st. ult. 
and the next day set off for his seat in Virginia." — Pennsyl- 
vania Packet, June 8, 1784. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2. 

At Mount Vernon : " I did not hear of your late appoint- 
ment until I arrived at Annapolis, where I remained but 
one day, and that occasioned by the detention of my car- 
riage and horses on the Eastern Shore." — Washington to 
David Humphreys. 

David Humphreys, of Connecticut, an aide to Washington from 1780 
until he resigned his commission, accompanied him on his return to Mount 
Vernon, where he remained until the middle of January. He was the last 
officer of the army to take leave of the General. 

On the 12th of May, Colonel Humphreys was appointed secretary to the 
commission for negotiating treaties of commerce with foreign powers. He 
sailed from New York for France in July. The commission was composed 
of Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. 

THUKSDAY, JUNE 24. 

At Alexandria, Virginia : Attends the Masonic festival of 
St. John the Baptist, and dines with the Master and breth- 
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ren of Lodge No. 39. The following record was made : 
" The Worshipful Master, with the unanimous consent of 
the brethren, was pleased to admit his Excellency General 
Washington, as an honorary member of Lodge No. 39." 

MONDAY, JULY 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " The General being in want of a 
House Joiner & Bricklayer who understand their respec- 
tive trades perfectly, would thank Mr. Rumney for en- 
quiring into the terms upon which such workmen might be 
engaged for two or three years." — Washington to William 
Rumney. 

At this time Washington was engaged in the prosecution of improve- 
ments at Mount Vernon, the principal being additions to the house origi- 
nally built by Lawrence Washington (1744), which was of the old gable- 
roofed style, with only four rooms upon each floor. It was about one-third the 
size of the present building, and in the alteration it was made to occupy the 
central portion, the two ends having been built at the same time. The 
mansion, when completed by General Washington, at the close of 1785 (and 
as it now appears), was of the most substantial framework, two stories in 
height, ninety-six feet in length, thirty feet in depth, with a piazza fifteen 
feet in width, extending along the eastern or river front. 

Mr. William Rumney, a shipping merchant of Alexandria, to whom the 
above quoted letter was addressed, was about to leave for England, and 
hence the request. 

THURSDAY, JULY 15. 

At Mount Yernon : Answers an address of the General 
Assembly of Virginia, voted on the 22d of June, and pre- 
sented to him at Mount Yernon, a few days afterward, by 
a joint committee of the two Houses, headed by James 
Madison. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20. 

At Mount Yernon : " I thank you for your favor of the 
16th of June by the Marquis de Lafayette, who arrived here 
three days ago." — Washington to Count de Boehambeau. 

Lafayette arrived at New York on the 4th of August, after a passage of 
thirty-four days from France. He remained a short time in New York to 
receive the congratulations of the citizens, and also in Philadelphia, and 
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then hastened forward to Mount Vernon, which place he reached, as stated 
on the 17th. He stayed at Mount Vernon twelve days. 

"WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBEB 1. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " September 1. — Having found it 
indispensably necessary to visit my Landed property West 
of the Apalacheon Mountains, and more especially that part 
of it which I held [in Fayette County, Pennsylvania] in Co- 
partnership with M r Gilbert Simpson. — Having determined 
upon a tour into that Country, — and having made the neces- 
sary preparations for it, — I did, on the first day of this 
Month (September) set out on my journey. 

" Having dispatched my equipage about 9 o'clock A.M. ; 
consisting of 3 Servants & 6 horses, three of which carried 
my Baggage, I set out myself in company with Doctor James 
Craik ; and after dining at M r Sampson Trammells (ab* 2 
Miles above the Falls Church) we proceeded to Difficulty 
Bridge, and lodged at one Shepherds Tavern 25 Miles." — 
Washington's Diary. 

" September 2. — About 5 o'clock we set out from Shepherds ; and leaving 
the Baggage to follow slowly on, we arrived about 11 O'clock ourselves at 
Leesburgh where we Dined — The Baggage having joined we proceeded to 
M r Israel Thompsons & lodged mak* ab' 36 M. September 3. — Having 
business to transact with my Tenants in Berkeley ; & others were directed 
to meet me at my Brothers (Col . Charles Washington's 1 ), I left Doct r 
Craik and the Baggage to follow slowly, and set out myself about Sun Bise 
for that place — where after Breakfasting at Keys" ferry [on the Shenan- 
doah] I arrived about 11 O'clock — distant ab' 17 Miles. Col" Warner 
Washington, 2 M r Wormeley, Gen 1 [Daniel] Morgan, M r Trickett and many 
other Gentlemen came here to see me. September 4. — Having finished my 
business with my Tenants . . . and provided a Waggon for the transporta- 
tion of my Baggage to the Warm Springs (or Town of Bath) to give relief 
to my Horses, which from the extreme heat of the Weather began to Bub 
& gaul, I set out after dinner and reached Capt" Stroads a substantial farm- 
ers betw" Opecken [Opequan] Creek & Martinsburgh — distant by estimation 
14 Miles from my Brothers. September 5. Dispatched my Waggon (with 

1 Charles Washington resided at what is now Charlestown, Jefferson 
County, West Virginia, laid out in 1786, and named from his Christian 
name. 

2 A son of John Washington, the elder brother of Augustine, the father 
of General Washington. He resided at Fairfield, Frederick (now Clarke) 
County, Virginia. 
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the Baggage) at daylight ; and at 7 o'clock followed it.— bated at one Snod- 
grasses, on Back Oreek — and dined there, about 5 o'clock P.M. we arrived 
at the Springs — or Town of Bath [now Berkeley Springs, Morgan County, 
"West Virginia] after travelling the whole day through a drizling Bain, 30 
Miles." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6. 

At Bath, Virginia : " September 6. Remained at Bath all 
day, and was showed the Model of a Boat constructed by 
the ingenious M r [James] Rumsey for ascending rapid cur- 
rents by mechanism ; the principles of this were not only 
shown & fully explained to me, but to my very great satis- 
faction, exhibited in practice in private under the injunction 
of Secresy, until he saw the effect of an application he was 
about to Make to the Assembly of this State, for a reward. 
. . . Having obtained a Plan of this Town (Bath) and ascer- 
tained the situation of my lots therein . . . & M r Rumsey 
being willing to undertake those Buildings [a dwelling- 
house, kitchen, and stable], I have agreed with him to have 
them finished by the 10 th of next July." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" September 7. — Having hired three Pack horses — to give my own greater 
relief — I sent my Baggage of this day about one Oclock, and ordered those 
who had charge of it, to proceed to one Headricks at 15 Miles Creek, dis- 
tant ab' ten Miles, to night, and to the old Town next day. September 8. — 
Set out about 7 oclock with the Doct r (Craik) his son William and my 
Nephew Bushrod Washington, who were to make the tour with us, — about 
ten I parted with them at 15 Miles Creek, & recrossed the Potomack 
(having passed it ab' 3 Miles from the Springs before) to a tract of mine on 
the Virginia Side, which I find exceedingly Rich, & must be very valuable. 
. . . After having reviewed this Land I again crossed the Eiver [to Mary- 
land] & getting into the waggon Road pursued my journey to the old 
Town where I overtook my Company & baggage — lodged at Col" [Thomas] 
Cresaps — ab' 35 Miles this day. September 9. — The day proving rainy we 
remained here [Old Town]. September 10. — Set off a little after 5 oclock 
altho' the morning was very unpromising, — finding from the Rains that had 
fallen, and description of the Roads, part of which between the old Town 
& this place (old Port Cumberland) we had passed, that the progress of my 
Baggage would be tedeous. I resolved (it being necessary) to leave it to 
follow ; and proceed on myself to Gilbert Simpson's. . . . Accordingly, 
leaving Doct 1 Craik, his Son, and My Nephew with it, I set out with one 
Servant only — dined at M r Gwins at the Port [ 1 Pork] of the Roads leav- 
ing [ ? leading] to "Winchester and the old Town, distant from the latter 
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ab' 20 Miles & lodged at Tumbersons at the little Meadows [Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania] 15 Miles further. September 11. — Set out at half 
after 5 oclock from Tumbersons, & in about 1^ Miles came to what is called the 
little crossing of the Yohiogany. . . . Breakfasted at one Mounts or Moun- 
tains, 11 Miles from Tumberson's ; the Eoad being exceedingly bad, espe- 
cially through what is called the Shades of death. — Bated at the great cross- 
ing [of the Youghiogheny Biver or Braddock's road, now Somerfleld] 
which is a large Water, distant from Mounts" 9 Miles, and a better Boad 
than between that and Tumbersons — Lodged at one Daughertys a Mile & 
half short of the Great Meadows . . . distant from the crossing 12 Miles." 
— Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBEE 12. 

At Fayette County, Pennsylvania : " September 12. — Left 
Daughertys about 6 oclock — stopped awhile at the Great 
Meadows and viewed a tenement I have there ... is a very 
good stand for a Tavern. Dined at M r Thomas Gists [Mount 
Braddock] at the Foot of Laurel, distant from the Meadows 
12 Miles, and arrived at Gilbert Simpsons about 5 oclock 
12 Miles further." — Washington's Diary. 

The tenement at Great Meadows, in what is now Wharton Township, 
Fayette County, Pennsylvania, and which Washington considered " a very 
good stand for a Tavern," was on a tract of land containing two hundred 
and thirty-four acres, acquired by him in 1767. It included the site of 
Fort Necessity, a stockade hastily constructed by Washington, when a 
colonel in the Virginia service, to resist the attack of a superior body of 
French and Indians under the command of M. Coulan de Villiers, and made 
memorable by its surrender to that officer on July 3, 1754. The entire tract 
was sold by the executors of the last will and testament of Washington to 
Andrew Parks, of Baltimore. In the schedule attached to the will this 
property is referred to as follows : " This land is valuable on account of its 
local situation and other properties. — It affords an exceeding good stand on 
Braddock's Boad from Port Cumberland to Pittsburgh and besides a fertile 
soil possesses a large quantity of natural meadow fit for the scythe. — It is 
distinguished by the appellation of the Great Meadows, where the first 
action with the French in the year 1754 was fought." 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBEB 13. 

At Fayette County, Pennsylvania : " September 13. — I vis- 
ited my Mill, and the several tenements on this Tract (on 
which Simpson lives) — I do not find the land in general equal 
to my expectations of it." — Washington's Diary. 

The tract referred to, "on which Simpson lives," comprised about six- 
teen hundred acres, and was situate at and near the present town of Perry- 



400 Washington after the Revolution, 1784-. 

opolis, Perry Township, Fayette County, Pennsylvania. It was located for 
Washington by Captain William Crawford in 1769, and was visited by him 
in 1770. Gilbert Simpson, who had superintended the erection of a mill on 
the premises, which, however, was not finished until the spring of 1776, 
seems also to have been a copartner in the management of the estate. The 
property was sold in 1795 to Colonel Israel Shreve, of New Jersey, under 
articles of agreement, and in 1802 the executors of the last will and testa- 
ment of Washington conveyed it to the heirs of Colonel Shreve, who had 
died in 1799. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14. 

At Fayette County, Pennsylvania : " September 14. — Re- 
mained at M r Gilbert Simpsons all day, — before Noon Col 
W m Butler and the officer Commanding the Garrison at 
Fort Pitt a Capt n Lucket came here — as they confirmed the 
reports of the discontented temper of the Indians and the 
Mischiefs done by some parties of them — and the former 
advised me not to prosecute my intended trip to the Great 
Kanahawa. I resolved to decline it." — Washington's Diary. 

" September 15. — This being the day appointed for the Sale of my moiety 
of the Co-partnership Stock — many People were gathered (more out of 
curiosity I believe than from other motives) but no great Sale made. — My 
Mill I could obtain no bid for. September 16. — Continued at Simpsons all 
day in order to finish the business which was begun yesterday — Gave leases 
to some of my Ten ts on the Land whereon I now am. September 17. — De- 
tained here by a settled Eain the whole day — which gave me time to close 
my Ace' 3 with Gilbert Simpson, & put a final end to my Partnership with 
him." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18. 

At Washington County, Pennsylvania : " September 18. — 
Set out with Doct r Craik for my Land on Millers Run (a 
branch of Shurtees [Chartiers] Creek) — crossed the Monon- 
gahela at Deboirs [Devore's] Ferry — 16 miles from Simp- 
sons — bated at one Hamiltons about 4 Miles from it, in 
"Washington County and lodged at a Col Cassons [Canon] on 
the Waters of Shurtees Creek — a kind, hospitable Man ; & 
sensible." — Washington's Diary. 

" September 19. — Being Sunday, and the People living on my Land ap- 
parently very religious, it was thought best to postpone going among them 
till tomorrow." — Washington's Diary. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20. 

At Washington County, Pennsylvania : " September 20. — 
Went early this Morning to view my Land & to receive the 
final determination of those who live upon it." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

The land on Miller's Run, in what is now Mount Pleasant Township, 
Washington County, Pennsylvania, was held by Washington under a mili- 
tary patent from Lord Dunmore, Governor of Virginia. It comprised two 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen acres, and was described as " being in 
Augusta County, Vir. on the waters of Miller's Run, one of the branches 
of Chartiers Creek, a branch of the Ohio." A number of families (Scotch- 
Irish) had settled on this land, and Washington passed most of Monday, 
September 20, in endeavoring to arrange with them for the purchase of the 
whole tract. No agreement, however, could be made, and subsequently 
ejectment suits were brought, which were successful. The tract was sold in 
June, 1796, for twelve thousand dollars. 

Washington passed the night of the 20th at the house of Colonel John 
Canon, the site of the present Canonsburg, laid out in 1787. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21. 

Leaves Washington County : " September 21. — Accompa- 
nied by Col Casson & Capt" Swearingin [sheriff of the 
county] who attended me to Dehores ferry on the Monon- 
gahela which seperates the Counties of Fayette & Washing- 
ton, I returned to Gilbert Simpson's in the afternoon; after 
dining at one Wickermans [Wickerham's] Mill near the 
Monongahela." — Washington's Diary. 

" September 22. — After giving instructions to Major Thomas Ereeman re- 
specting his conduct in my business, and disposing of my Baggage which 
was left under the care of M r Gilbert Simpson ... I set out for Beason 
[Beeson] Town [now Uniontown, the county-seat of Eayette County] in 
order to meet with & engage M r Tho s Smith to bring Ejectments & to prose- 
cute my Suit for the Land in Washington County. . . . Reached Beason 
Town about dusk (about the way I came) 18 Miles . . . my Baggage under 
the care of Docf Craik and Son, having, from Simpsons, taken the Rout by 
the New (or Turkey foot) Road as it is called (which is said to be 20 Miles 
near than Braddocks). . . . My Nephew and I set out about Noon [on the 
23d], with one Col° Philips for Cheat River." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23. 

At Fayette County, Pennsylvania : " September 23. — Ar- 
rived at Col Philips ab* five oclock in the afternoon 16 
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Miles from Beason Town & near the Mouth of Cheat 
River. . . . 

" September 24. — Set of in the Morning of the 24 th (ac- 
companied by Col Philips) and crossed it [Cheat River] at 
the Mouth, as it was thought the River was too much swelled 
to attempt the ford a little higher up." — Washington's 
Diary. 

"Washington passed the night of the 24th at the house of Captain Samuel 
Hanway, about three miles south of Cheat River, in Monongalia County, 
Virginia, now West Virginia. Captain Hanway was the surveyor of Mo- 
nongalia County. On the 25th he resumed his journey, setting out before 
sunrise and lodging that night in the rain, with no shelter or cover other 
than his cloak. On the 26th he reached a Mr. Logston's, and left a little after 
daybreak on the following day, crossing the Stony River after a ride of four 
miles, gaining at ten miles "the summit of the Alligany Mountain," and 
arriving at " Col Abrah m Hites at Fort pleasant on the South Branch [of 
the Potomac] about 35 miles from Logstons a little before the Suns setting," 
where he remained all of the next day, the 28th. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29. 

Leaves Fort Pleasant, Virginia : " September 29. — Having 
appointed to join Doct r Craik and my Baggage at Col° War- 
ner Washingtons, but finding it required only one day more to 
take the Rout of M r Tho" Lewis's (near Stanton) ... I sent 
my Nephew Bushrod "Washington to that place to request 
the Doct' to proceed & accompanied by Capt" Hite son to 
the Colonel I set out for Rockingham, in which county M r 
Lewis now lives since the division of Augusta." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

The night of the 29th was passed on the North Fork of the Shenandoah, 
at the house of one "Fishwaters in Brocks gap, about Eight Miles from 
the foot of the Mountain — 12 from Rudibort's [where he had dined] & 36 
from Colon 1 Hites," arriving at Mr. Lewis's on the 30th " about Sundown, 
after riding about 40 Miles — leaving Rockingham C House to the right 
about 2 Miles." Washington remained at Mr. Lewis's until October 2, set- 
ting off very early on that day, accompanied by Mr. Lewis, " to the foot of 
the bleu Ridge at Swift run gap, 10 Miles," where he baited and proceeded 
over the mountain, lodging at night at a Widow Yearly's, twelve miles far- 
ther. On the following day, October 3, he took breakfast at Culpeper 
Court-House, and lodged at Captain John Ashby's. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBEB 4. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 4. — Notwithstanding a good 
deal of Rain fell in the Night and the continuance of it this 
morning (which lasted till about 10 oclock) I breakfasted by 
Candlelight, and Mounted my horse soon after day break ; 
& having Capt" Ashby for a guide thro' the intricate part of 
the Road (which ought tho' I missed it, to have been by 
Prince William old Court H°) I arrived at Colchester, 1 30 
Miles to Dinner ; and reached home before Sun down ; 
having travelled on the same horses since the first day of 
September by the computed distances 680 Miles." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBEB 14. 

At Richmond, Virginia : " Last Sunday [November 14], 
in the afternoon, came to this city, his Excellency General 
George Washington, Esq. The next day was ushered in with 
the discharge of thirteen cannon, when every countenance 
showed the most heartfelt gladness on seeing our illustrious 
and beloved General in the Capital of the State, and in the 
bosom of peace. In the evening the city was illuminated 
and every demonstration of joy was shown on the pleasing 
occasion. The corporation of the city waited on his Excel- 
lency with an address, which he answered." — Richmond paper, 
November 20, 1784. 

" On Thursday [November 18], the merchants of the city gave an elegant 
dinner to his Excellency General Washington ; the same day came from 
Boston, the Marquis de la Payette, accompanied with Captain Grandchain, 
of the navy of his most Christian Majesty, and the Chevalier Caraman. 
The two Houses of Assembly appointed committees to wait upon his Excel- 
lency and the Marquis de la Payette, who severally addressed them." — Idem. 

PBIDAY, NOVEMBER 19. 

At Richmond : " Last night [November 19] the corpora- 
tion of the city gave an elegant ball in honor to our illus- 
trious and much beloved visitor General Washington." — 
Richmond paper , November 20, 1784. 

1 Seven miles southwest of Mount Vernon. 
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Washington visited Richmond for the purpose of meeting the Marquis 
de Lafayette, who, after leaving Mount Vernon in August, had made a tour 
of the Eastern States. At Boston he embarked on board the French frigate 
" Nymphe," for the Chesapeake Bay, and landed at Yorktown. He met 
Washington at Richmond on the 18th of November (as stated) and accom- 
panied him to Mount Vernon, where he made a second visit of about a week. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25. 

At Mount Vernon : " I have had the honor to receive 
your favor of the 11th of June, accompanied with your 
Remarks and Inquiries concerning America. The honorable 
mention, which you make of me in both, is far above my 
deserts. . . . It is a matter of regret tome, that my want of 
knowledge in the French language will not allow me to 
become acquainted with all the beauties of your Spectator" 
— Washington to Joseph Mandrillon. 

Joseph Mandrillon was born at Bourg-en-Bresse, France, in 1742. Hav- 
ing embraced the mercantile profession, he established himself at Amster- 
dam, from whence he made a voyage to the United States, and afterward 
published the results of his observations in a 12mo volume, entitled " Le 
Spectateur Americain," Amsterdam, 1784, a copy of which he seems to 
have sent to Washington. From his " Portrait of General Washington" in 
this book we make the following extract : 

" If ever mortal enjoyed his whole reputation during his lifetime, if ever 
a citizen has found in his own country a reward for his services and abili- 
ties, it is my hero ; every where feted, admired, caressed, he every where 
sees hearts eager to render him homage ; if he enters a town, or if he passes 
through a village, old and young men, women and children, all follow him 
with acclamations ; all load him with blessings ; in every heart he has a 
temple consecrated to respect and friendship. How I love to imagine to 
myself the French general (M de Rochambeau) equally the idol and the 
hero of his army, saying at table as he sat near Washington, that he had 
never known what true glory was, nor a truly great man, until he became 
acquainted with him. When America, overthrown by the dreadful revolu- 
tions of nature, shall no longer exist, it will be remembered of Washington, 
that he was the defender of liberty, the friend of man, and the avenger of 
an oppressed people." 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29. 

At Annapolis, Maryland : " On Monday, the 29th of No- 
vember, 1784, general Washington arrived at Annapolis, 
accompanied by the Marquis de la Fayette. On the day 
following, the general assembly of this State, being then in 
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session, to manifest their gratitude and attachment to those 
distinguished men, directed an elegant ball to be provided 
for their entertainment. The evening was crowned with 
the utmost joy and festivity, the whole company being made 
happy by the presence of two most amiable and all-accom- 
plished men, to whom America is so deeply indebted for 
her preservation from tyranny and oppression." — Annals of 
Annapolis. 

At Annapolis, Washington bade a final adieu to Lafayette. Prom thence 
the marquis proceeded to Trenton, where Congress was then sitting, reach- 
ing that place on December 8. On the 25th of the month he embarked at 
New York for Prance, on board the frigate " Nymphe." 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " I met the Marquis de La Fayette at 
Richmond — brought him to this place, conducted him to 
Annapolis, saw him on the road to Baltimore, and returned." 
— Washington to General Knox. 

" December 8. — The peregrination of the day in which I parted from you 
ended at Marlborough [Maryland]. The next day, bad as it was, I got home 
before dinner. In the moment of our separation, upon the road as I travelled , 
and every hour since, I have felt all that love, respect, and attachment for 
you, with which length of years, close connexion, and your merits have in- 
spired me. I often asked myself, as our carriages separated, whether that was 
the last sight I ever should have of you ?" — Washington to the Marquis de 
Lafayette. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14. 

At Mount Vernon : " The Assemblies of Virginia and 
Maryland have now under consideration the extension of 
the inland navigation of the rivers Potomac and James, and 
opening a communication between them and the western 
waters. They seem fully impressed with the political as 
well as the commercial advantages, which would result from 
the accomplishment of these great objects, and I hope will 
embrace the present moment to put them in a train for 
execution." — Washington to Richard Henry Lee. 

The importance of connecting the western with the eastern territory by 
a system of inland navigation had from an early period attracted the atten- 
VOL. XVIII. — 27 
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tion of Washington, and prior to the Eevolution he had made some efforts to 
bring the subject to public notice. During his western trip in September 
the matter was constantly in his mind, and after his return he wrote a long 
letter to Benjamin Harrison, Governor of Virginia, in which he detailed 
the advantages, both in a commercial and political point of view, which 
might be derived from opening the Potomac and James Bivers as high as 
should be practicable. This letter was communicated to the Assembly of 
Virginia, and led to the organization of the James Biver and Potomac Canal 
Companies. Thus it will be seen that during the first year after the close 
of the Eevolution, Washington set in motion that vast scheme of internal 
improvements which has had a powerful and salutary influence upon the 
destinies of the country. 

THUBSDAY, DJECEMBEB 23. 

At Annapolis: "I am here [since December 20] with 
General Gates, at the request of the Assembly of Virginia 
to fix matters with the Assembly of this State respecting 
the extension of the inland navigation of the Potomac, 
and the communication between it and the western waters." 
— Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

An exact conformity between the acts of Virginia and of Maryland 
being indispensable to the improvement of the Potomac, Washington was 
requested to wait upon the Assembly of Maryland, in order to agree on a 
bill which might receive the sanction of both States. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBEB 28. 

At Annapolis : " The proceedings of the conference, and 
the Act & Resolutions of this Legislature consequent there- 
upon (herewith transmitted to the Assembly) are so full & 
explanatory of the motives which governed in this business, 
that it is scarcely necessary for me to say any thing in addi- 
tion to them ; except that this State seem highly impressed 
with the importance of the objects w'ch we have had under 
consideration, — and are very desirous of seeing them ac- 
complished. . . . 

" It is now near 12 at Night, and I am writing with an 
Aching head, having been constantly employed in this busi- 
ness since the 22d, without assistance from my Colleagues 
— Gen'l Gates having been sick the whole time & Col 
Blackburn not attending." — Washington to James Madison. 
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" Mount Vernon, January 5, 1785. — I am just returned from Annapolis 
to which place I was requested to go by our Assembly (with my bosom 
friend Genl. G — tes, who being at Richmond contrived to edge himself into 
the commission) for the purpose of arranging matters and framing a Law 
which should be similar in both States, so far as it respected the river Poto- 
mack which separates them. I met the mo3t perfect accordance in that 
legislature; and the matter is now reported to ours, for its consideration." 
— Washington to General Knox. 

1785. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 1. — Col Bassett, who 
brought his daughter Fanny to this place to remain on the 
24 th of last Month set off on his return to the Assembly 
now sitting at Richmond." — Washington's Diary. 

Colonel Burwell Bassett, of " Eltham," New Kent County, Virginia, mar- 
ried for a second wife Anna Maria Dandridge, a sister of Mrs. Washington. 
His daughter Fanny married George Augustine Washington, a nephew of 
General Washington (son of his brother Charles), at Mount Vernon, 
October 15, 1785. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 3. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 3. — Docf Stuart — his wife 
— Betcy & Patcy Oustis who had been here since the 27 th 
TJlto returned home." — Washington's Diary. 

" Betcy & Patcy Custis" (Elizabeth Parke and Martha Parke Custis) 
were the eldest children of Mrs. Dr. Stuart, by her first husband, John 
Parke Custis, the son of Mrs. Washington, who died in November, 1781. 
The younger children, Eleanor (" Nelly") Parke and George Washington 
Parke, had been adopted by Washington and were living at Mount Ver- 
non. With the exception of the latter, all the others were born at " Ab- 
ingdon," a plantation on the Potomac River immediately above Alexandria, 
and where the family were living at this time. Dr. David Stuart married 
Mrs. Custis, who was the daughter of Benedict Calvert, of Mount Airy, 
Prince George's County, Maryland, in the fall of 1783. He was a frequent 
visitor at Mount Vernon, and was held in much respect by Washington. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 19. — Employed until din- 
ner in laying out my Serpentine Road & Shrubberies ad- 
joining. — Just as we had done dinner a M r Watson — late of 
the House of Watson & Cossoul of Nantes — came in, and 
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stayed all Night. January 20. — M r Watson went away after 
breakfast." — Washington's Diary. 

" I had feasted my imagination for several days in the near prospect of 
a visit to Mount Vernon, the seat of "Washington. No pilgrim ever ap- 
proached Mecca with deeper enthusiasm. I arrived there, in the afternoon 
of January 23d [ ? ] '85. ... I found him at table with Mrs. Washington 
and his private family, and was received in the native dignity and with that 
urbanity so peculiarly combined in the character of a soldier and eminent 
private gentleman. He soon put me at ease, by unbending in a free and 
affable conversation. . . . 

" The first evening I spent under the wing of his hospitality, we sat a 
full hour at table by ourselves, without the least interruption, after the 
family had retired. I was extremely oppressed by a severe cold and exces- 
sive coughing, contracted by the exposure of a harsh winter journey. He 
pressed me to use some remedies, but I declined doing so. As usual after 
retiring, my coughing increased. When some time had elapsed, the door 
of my room was gently opened, and on drawing my bed-curtains, to my 
utter astonishment, I beheld Washington himself, standing at my bed-side, 
with a bowl of hot tea in his hand." — Memoirs of Elkanah Watson. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 27. — Made M r & M M Lund 
Washington a morning visit — from thence I went to Bel- 
voir and viewed the ruined buildings of that place." — 
Washington's Diary. 

Lund Washington, manager of the Mount Vernon estate during the Rev- 
olution, was a third cousin of General Washington. He resided at " Hay- 
field," a plantation about four miles from Mount Vernon. " Belvoir," the 
estate and residence of Sir William Fairfax, a cousin and agent of Lord 
Thomas Fairfax, the owner of an immense landed estate in the northern 
neck of Virginia, was situated on the Potomac, four miles below Mount 
Vernon. On the death of Sir William in 1757, it descended to his son 
George William Fairfax, the friend and neighbor of George Washington. 
Mr. Fairfax went to England in 1773, and died at Bath, April 3, 1787. As 
he had no children, " Belvoir" was devised to Ferdinando, the son of his 
brother, the Rev. Bryan Fairfax. The mansion-house was destroyed by fire 
shortly after his leaving America. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 2. — Employed myself (as 
there could be no stirring without) in writing Letters by the 
Post and in Signing 83 Diplomas for the members of the 
Society of the Cincinnati — and sent them to the care of 
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Col Fitzgerald in Alexandria — to be forwarded to General 
[Otho H.] Williams of Baltimore — the Assistant Secretary 
of the Society." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " Captain Haskell, in the ship Mary, 
arrived at Alexandria a few days ago ; but a frost, which at 
present interrupts the navigation of the river, has prevented 
my sending for the chimney-piece. By the number of cases, 
however, I greatly fear it is too elegant and costly for my 
room and republican style of living." — Washington to Benja- 
min Vaughan, at London. 

This chimney-piece, one of the special ornaments of the mansion at 
Mount Vernon, was originally made for Samuel Vaughan, a resident of 
London, and a great admirer of Washington. It was wrought in Italy 
from the finest white and sienite marbles for Mr. Vaughan's own use. At 
the time of its arrival in England, that gentleman was informed of the im- 
provements then in progress at Mount Vernon, and, without unpacking it, 
he directed his son (Benjamin Vaughan) to send it at once to Washington. 
An interesting description of this work of art will he found in Lossing's 
" Mount Vernon and its Associations." 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12. 

At Alexandria, Virginia : " February 12. — Received an 
Invitation to the Funeral of W m Ramsay Esq r of Alexandria 
— the oldest Inhabitant of the Town ; & went up — walked in 
procession as a free mason — M r Ramsay in his life time being 
one & now buried with the ceremony & honors due to one." 

— Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 22. — Removed two pretty 
large & full-grown lilacs to the N° Garden gate — one on 
each side taking up as much dirt with the roots as c a be well 
obtained. . . . I also removed from the woods and old fields, 
several young trees of the sassafras, Dogwood & Redbud, to 
the Shrubbery on the N° side the grass plot. February 28. 
— Planted all the Mulberry trees, Maple trees, & Black gums 
in my Serpentine walks — and the Poplars on the right walk." 

— Washington's Diary. 
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Washington took great pleasure in planting trees and shrubbery, and the 
diaries of 1786-86 show that in these years he was much engaged in that 
business. On the west front of the mansion he laid out a fine lawn upon a 
level surface of about twenty acres, and around it made a serpentine car- 
riage-way, on each side of which he planted a great variety of shade-trees, 
some of which are still standing. The lawn, the oval grass-plot, and the 
gardens were laid out according to a plan drawn by himself, and still remain 
unchanged as to form. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 8. 

At Mount Vernon : " Some imperfect miniature cuts I 
send you under cover with this letter. They were designed 
for me by Miss D' Hart of Elizabethtown, and given to 
Mrs. Washington, who, in sparing them, only wishes they 
may answer your purpose. For her I can get none cut yet. " 
— Washington to William Gordon. 

A silhouette published in volume four of the illustrated edition of Irving's 
" Life of "Washington," inscribed " From the original (cut with scissors) by 
Miss De Hart, Elizabethtown, N. J. 1783," is, we presume, a reproduction 
of one of the " imperfect miniature cuts" referred to in the above letter. It 
is extremely unlike any known profile of Washington. Miss De Hart vis- 
ited Mount Vernon in October, 1786. She remained from the 26th to the 
28th. 

MONDAY, MARCH 28. 

At Mount Vernon : On this day, under the auspices of 
Washington, George Mason and Alexander Henderson, of 
Virginia, and Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Thomas Stone, 
and Samuel Chase, of Maryland, joint commissioners of the 
two States divided by the Potomac, met at Mount Vernon. 

The commissioners, after preparing the terms of a compact between the 
two States for the jurisdiction over the waters of the Chesapeake Bay and 
the rivers that were common to both States, took up matters of general 
policy, and decided to recommend to the two States a uniformity of duties on 
imports, a uniformity of commercial regulations, and a uniformity of cur- 
rency. From this resulted (January, 1786) a proposition from Virginia 
that a convention from all the States should be held to regulate the restric- 
tions on commerce for the whole, the commissioners to meet at Annapolis 
on the first Monday in September, 1786. The invitations to the States were 
made through the executive of Virginia, although Maryland had made 
(December, 1785) the first move in the matter. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 18. 

At Alexandria : " April 18. — Rid to Alexandria to the 
Election of Delagates for this County and dined at Col" 
[John] Fitzgeralds — Col Lynne & Doct r [David] Stewart 
were chosen, — & for whom I gave my support." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 21. 

At Abingdon, Virginia : " April 21. — After an early din- 
ner, I went up in my Barge to Abingdon, in order to bring M r 
John Lewis (who had lain there sick for more than two 
months) down — Took my Instruments, with intent to Sur- 
vey the Land I hold by purchase on 4 Mile Run [three miles 
above Alexandria] of Geo : & Ja 8 Mercer Esqr" Called at 
Alexandria & staid an hour or two." — Washington's Diary. 

" April 22. — Took an early breakfast at Abingdon ; & accompanied by 
DocF Stewart & Lund "Washington, and having sent for M r Moses Ball 
(who attended) ; I went to a Corner of the above Land, within about 3 poles 
of the Run (4 Miles Run) a white Oak, 18 inches in diameter, on the side 
of a hill ab' 150 yards below the Ruins of an old Mill & 100 below a small 
Branch which comes in on the N° B' side, — and after having Run one course 
& part of another, My Servant William 1 (one of the Chain Carriers) fell, 
and broke the pan of his knee w oh put a stop to my surveying ; & with much 
difficulty I was able to get him to Abingdon, being obliged to get a sled to 
carry him on, as he could neither Walk, stand, or Ride: — At M r Adam's 
Mill I took Lund Washingtons horse & came home." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 24. 

At Mount Vernon : "April 24. — An Express arrived with 
the ace' of the Deaths of M M Dandridge & M r Bartholo- 
mew] Dandridge, the Mother and Brother of M™ Washing- 
ton." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 28. 

At Mount Vernon : " April 28. — To Dinner M r Pine a 
pretty eminent Portrait & Historical Painter arrived in order 
to take my picture from the life & to plan it in the His- 
torical pieces he was about to draw. — This Gentleman stands 

1 William (" Billy") Lee was Washington's body-servant during the Rev- 
olutionary war. He survived his master, who, by his will, gave him his 
freedom and an annuity of thirty dollars. 
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in good estimation as a Painter in England ; — comes recom- 
mended to me from Col Fairfax — M r Morris — Gov 1 Dick- 
enson — M r Hopkinson & others." — Washington's Diary. 

Bobert Edge Pine, a painter of considerable merit, was born in London 
in the year 1742. He came to America in 1784, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing portraits of the heroes and patriots of the Revolution, in order to intro- 
duce them in historical pictures commemorating the events of that period. 
Pine remained three weeks at Mount Vernon, leaving May 19, and besides 
that of Washington, painted also the portraits of the two grandchildren of 
Mrs. "Washington. He died at Philadelphia, November 19, 1788, before 
carrying out his design of painting the historical pictures. His portrait of 
Washington was engraved for Irving's " Life of Washington ;" it was at 
that time (1856) in the possession of the late J. Carson Brevoort, of Brook- 
lyn, New York. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 29. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " April 29. — I set off for the ap- 
pointed meeting of the Dismal Swamp Company at Rich- 
mond. — Dined at Dumfries & lodged at My Sister Lewis's 
[Betty, wife of Fielding Lewis] (after visiting at my Mother) 
in Frederickshurgh." — Washington's Diary. 

"April 30. — Dined at General [Alexander] Spots woods, and lodged at 
M» Jn° Baylor's (New Market) — May 1. — Took a late breakfast at Hanover 
0' House — Went from thence to M r Peter Lyon's where I intended to dine, 
but neither he nor M rs Lyon being at home, I proceeded to, & arrived at 
Richmond about 5 oclock in the aftern" — Supped, & lodged, at the Govern- 
ors [Patrick Henry]." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, MAY 2. 

At Richmond : " May 2. — Received, and accepted an in- 
vitation to dine with the Sons of Saint Taminy, at M r An- 
dersons Tavern, and accordingly did so, at 3 oclock. About 
Noon, having assembled a sufficient number of the Proprie- 
tors of the Swamp, we proceeded to business in the Senate 
Chamber; & continued thereon 'till dinner, when we ad- 
journed 'till nine oclock next day." — Washington's Diary. 

" May 3. — Met according to adjournment, & finished the business by 3 
oclock — Dinner at the Governors. May 4. — After doing a little business, 
& calling upon Judge [James] Mercer and the Attorney General [Ed- 
mund Randolph], I left Richmond about 11 oclock — Dined at one Wins- 
low's ab' 8 Miles from the City, & lodged at Clarks Tavern 10 Miles above 
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Hanover Court House. May 5. — Breakfasted at Bowling Green — Dined 
with my Sister Lewis in Fredericksburgh — spent half an hour with my 
Mother — and lodged at Stafford C House (at one Taylors Tavern). May 6. 
— Breakfasted at Dumfries, & dined at home." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, MAT 15. 

At Mount Vernou : " May 15. — General [John] Cadwal- 
lader came here yesterday. May 17. — General Cadwallader 
went away after Breakfast." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, MAY 17. 

At Alexandria : " May 17. — I went to Alexandria to the 
appointed meeting of the Subscribers to the Potomack 
Navigation. Upon comparing & examining the Books of 
the different Managers, it was found, including the Sub- 
scriptions in behalf of the two States, & the 50 Shares which 
the Assembly of Virginia had directed to be Subscribed for 
me (& which I then declared I would only hold in trust for 
the State) that their were 403 Shares Subscribed ; which 
being more than sufficient to constitute the Company under 
the Act — the Subscribers proceeded to the choice of a Pres- 
ident & 4 Directors ; — the first of which fell upon me the 
votes for the other four fell upon [Ex] Governors [Thomas], 
Johnson & [Thomas Sim] Lee of Maryland — and Colonels 
[John] Fitzgerald & [George] Gilpin of this State. — Dined 
at Lomaxs and returned in the afternoon." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" May 30. — I went to Alexandria to meet the Directors of the Potomack 
C — Dined at Col Fitzgerald and Returned in the Evening." — Washington's 
Diary. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4. 

At Mount Vernon : " June 4. — In the Afternoon the cel- 
ebrated M rs Macauly Graham & M r Graham her Husband 
arrived here. June 8. — Placed my Military Records into the 
Hands of M rs Macauly Graham for her perusal & amuse- 
ment. June 14. — About 7 oclock M r Graham & M 18 Ma- 
cauly left this on their Return to New York — I accompanied 
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them to M r Digges's 1 to which place I had her Carriage & 
horses put over — M r Digges escorted her to Bladensburgh." 

— Washington's Diary. 

Mrs. Catharine Macaulay Graham, historian and controversialist, was 
the youngest daughter of John Sawbridge, Esq., of Olantigh, Kent, Eng- 
land. Her first husband (1760) was Dr. George Macaulay, her second (1778) 
William Graham. Her most famous production was the " History of Eng- 
land from the Accession of James I. to that of the Brunswick Line," eight 
volumes, 1763-1783, which attracted great attention at the time, but has 
now dropped into oblivion. Her visit to America was solely for the purpose 
of seeing "Washington, with whom she had previously maintained a corre- 
spondence. She died in 1791, at the age of sixty. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 30. 

At Mount Vernon: "June 30. — Dined with only M rs 
"Washington which I believe is the first instance of it since 
my retirement from public life." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, JULY 1. 

At Alexandria : " July 1. — "Went to Alexandria to a meet- 
ing of the Board of Directors, who by Advertisement were 
to attend this day for the purpose of agreeing with a Mana- 
ger and two assistants to conduct the Undertaking of the 
Potomack Navigation — but no person applying with proper 
Credentials the Board gave the applicants until thursday 
the 14th to provide these & for others to offer. 

" Returned in the Evening accompanied by Col Bassett 
& Col Spait [Richard D. Spaight], a Member of Congress 
for the State of N° Carolina." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, JULY 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " July 5. — After dinner M r Gov- 
ourn r Morris and M r W m Craik came in." — Washington's 
Diary. 

"July 6. — General [Benjamin] Lincoln & his Son came to Dinner & re- 
turned afterwards. July 7. — M r Govourn' Morris went away before Break- 

1 Mr. George Digges was a wealthy planter on the Potomac, in Prince 
George's County, Maryland. His estate, known as " Warburton," was 
in full view of the mansion at Mount Vernon, and the intercourse between 
the two families was frequent and very friendly. The plantation included 
the site of Port "Washington. 
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fast as did M» Craik — Col° Bassett & M r Geo : "Washington accompanied 
the former as far as Alexandria — M r Arthur Lee came to Dinner, to which 
Col Bassett & G. W. returned." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, JULY 14. 

At Alexandria : " July 14. — "Went through my Harvest 
field at Muddy hole to Alexandria, to a meeting of the Di- 
rectors of the Potomack Company — Agreed with M r James 
Eumsey to undertake the Management of our "Works — and 
a M r [Richardson] Stuart from Baltimore as an Assistant — 
Gave them directions — passed some acc ts — paid my quota of 
the demand for these purposes to M r [William] Hartshorne 
the Treasurer — Made M re Dalby a visit — and came home in 
the evening. 

" Found M r Bryan Fairfax 1 & his son Ferdinando here at 
my return who had come down before dinner." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

TUESDAY, JULY 26. 

At Mount Vernon : " July 26. — On my return [from din- 
ing with Lund Washington], found M r Will Shaw whom I 
had engaged to live with me as a Book Keeper, Secretary 
&c. here." — Washington's Diary. 

Mr. Shaw remained at Mount Vernon in the capacity of book-keeper, 
etc., until August 25, 1786, when he left for Philadelphia, to embark for the 
West Indies. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27. 

At Mount Vernon : " July 27.— M ra [Philip R.] Fendal, 
Miss Lee (eldest daughter of [Richard Henry Lee] the 
Presid* of Congress) Miss Nancy Lee, Grand daughter of 
Rich* Lee Esq r of Maryland— M r Cha" Lee— & M 1 Law* 
"Washington, Lund Washington & their Wives — and M r 
Law 6 Washington, Son of Lawrence & M r Tho" Washington 
Son to Robert all dined here and went away in the After- 
noon." — Washington's Diary. 

1 Brother of George William Fairfax, of "Belvoir," and rector of Christ 
Church, Alexandria, 1790-1792. 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 1. 

At George Town, Maryland : " August 1. — Left home at 6 
Oclock P. [ ? A.] M. and after escorting Fanny Bassett to 
Alexandria I proceeded to Doctf Stuarts [at Abingdon] 
where I breakfasted; and from thence went to George 
Town to the Annual Meeting of the Potomack Company 
appointed to be held at that place. . . . Dined at Shuters 
Tavern, and lodged at M* Oneals." — Washington's Diary. 

"Augusts. — Left George Town about 10 Oclock, in Company with all 
the Directors except Gov' Lee. . . . "We dined at M r Bealls Mill 14 Miles 
from George Town and proceeded to a M r Goldsboroughs, a decent Farmers 
House at the head of the Seneca Falls, — about 6 Miles and 20 from George 
Town. August 3. — Having provided Canoes and being joined by M r Kum- 
say the principal Manager, & M r Stewart an assistant to him, in carrying 
on the Works, we proceeded to examine the falls ; and beginning at the 
head of them went through the whole by Water, and continued from the 
foot of them to the Great Falls. . . . Returned back by the way of M r 
Bealls Mill to our old Quarters at M r Goldsboroughs, — the distance as esti- 
mated 8 Miles. August 4. — Engaged nine labourers with whom to com- 
mence the Work." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5. 

At Frederick Town, Maryland : " August 5. — After Break- 
fast, and after directing M r Rumsey when he had marked 
the way and set the labourers to work to meet us at Harpers 
ferry on the Evening of the Morrow (at the conflux of the 
Shannondoah with the Potomack) myself and the Directors 
set out for the same place by way of Frederick Town (Mary- 
land) — Dined at a Dutchmans 2 Miles above the M° of Mo- 
nocasy & reached the former about 5 oclock — Drank Tea — 
supped — and lodged at Gov' [Thomas] Johnsons." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

"In the Evening the Bells Bang, & Guns were fired; & a Committee 
waited upon me by order of the Gentlemen of the Town to request that I 
w a stay next day and partake of a publick dinner which the Town were de- 
sirous of giving me — But a ( s arrangements had been made, and the time for 
examining the Shannondoah Falls, previous to the day fixed for receiving 
labourers into pay, was short I found it most expedient to decline the honor." 
— Washington's Diary. 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 6. 

At Harper's Ferry : " August 6. — Breakfasted in Frederick 
Town, at Gov r Johnsons, and dined at Harpers Ferry — took 
a view of the River, from the Banks as we road up the bot- 
tom from Pains falls to the Ferry, as well as it could be 
done on Horse back. — Sent a Canoe in a Waggon from the 
Ferry to Keeptriest Furnace in ord r to descend the Falls 
therin to-morrow." — Washington's Diary. 

" August 7. — About Sunrising, the Directors & myself Rid up to Keep- 
trieste, where Canoes were provided, in which we crossed to the Maryland 
side of the River and examined a Gut, or swash, through which it is sup- 
posed the Navigation must be conducted. . . . Having examined this pas- 
sage, I returned to the head of the fall and in one of the Canoes with two 
skilful hands descended them with the common curr 1 in its natural bed. 
. . . Here (at the Perry) we breakfasted ; after which we set out to explore 
the Falls below ; ... At the foot of these Palls The Directors & myself 
(Gov 1 Lee having joined us in the Evening before) held a meeting. . . . 
Gov 1 Lee left us at this place — the rest of us returned to the Tavern at Har- 
pers Perry." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 8. 

At Harper's Ferry: " August 8. — This being the day ap- 
pointed for labourers to engage in the work we waited to 
see the issue until Evening. . . . Many Gentlemen of the 
Neighbourhood visited us here to day. ... A few hands 
offered and were employed." — Washington's Diary. 

" Having provided a light & convenient Boat — hired two hands to work 
her — and laid in some Stores, Colonels Fitzgerald & Gilpin, and myself 
embarked in it about 6 Oclock P. M. In this Boat we passed through the 
Spout, and all the other Palls and Rapids, and breakfasted at a Capt" Smiths 
on the Maryland side ; to which place our horses had been sent the Evening 
before — after which and dining on our prog at Knowlands Ferry (about 15 
Miles from Harpers) we lodged at the House of a M r Taylor, about three 
Miles above the Mouth of Goose Creek, and about 10 M. below Knowlands. 
August 10. — Before Sun rise we embarked, and about Nine Oclock arrived 
at the head of the Seneca Falls and breakfasted with our old Landlord M r 
Goldsborough to which place our horses had proceeded the over Night from 
Capt" Smiths. . . . After Breakfasting, and spending some time with the 
labourers at their different Works, of blowing, removing Stone, and getting 
Coal wood &c — we left the Seneca Palls about 2 oclock A. [ ? P.] M., & 
crossing the River about half a mile below them and a little above Capt 11 
Trammels we got into the great Road from Leesburgh to Alexandria and 
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about half after Nine O'clock in the Evening I reached home after an 
absence from it of 10 days." — Washington's Diary. 

SATUEDAT, AUGUST 13. 

At Mount Vernon : " The great object for the accom- 
plishment of which I wish to see the inland navigation of 
the rivers Potomack and James improved and extended is 
to connect the western territory with the Atlantic states. 
All others with me are secondary ; though I am clearly of 
opinion that it will greatly increase our commerce and be an 
immense saving in the article of transportation and draft 
cattle to the planters and farmers who are in a situation to 
have the produce of their labor water-borne. ... I have 
already subscribed five shares to the Potomack navigation ; 
and enclosed I give you a power to put my name down for 
five shares to that of James river." — Washington to Edmund 
Randolph. 

•WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 81. 

At Mount Vernon : " August 31. — This day I told Doct r 
Craik that I would contribute One hundred Dollars p r An- 
num, as long as it was necessary, towards the Education of 
His Son Geo Washington either in this Country or in Scot- 
land." — Washington's Diary. 

Dr. James Craik, a graduate of the University of Edinburgh, was born 
in Scotland, and settled in Virginia in the year 1763. He joined the 
expedition to the Ohio in 1754, and was with Colonel Washington at 
the battle of the Great Meadows and the surrender of " Port Necessity," in 
July of that year. Dr. Craik was in the Braddock campaign of 1755, and 
remained attached to the Virginia troops until about 1763. He also served 
as a surgeon in the Revolutionary war. The friendship formed between 
Washington and the doctor in 1754 lasted through their lives, and he was 
a frequent and most welcome guest at Mount Vernon. He attended the 
General in his last illness, and was remembered in his will as his " compa- 
triot inarms and old and intimate friend." Dr. Craik died February 6, 
1814, at the age of eighty-two. 

(To be continued.) 



